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grid on the housing problem
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Three protest demonstrationsee p o es de o s a o s

International LaborInternational Labor 
Solidarity Day
Anti-racist 
demonstration and 
right-wing counter-
demonstration indemonstration in 
December 2010
J14 ( t fJ14 (movement for 
social justice)

S j14Source: www.j14.org



U th iUneven ethnic 
diversity
Uneven social status 
and prestige of city 
spaces
Who owns the right

Source: 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/shadybirdWho owns the right 

to be present



Who is not present?o s o p ese

htt // fli k / http://www.flickr.com/phttp://www.flickr.com/p
hotos/ygurvitz

http://www.flickr.com/p
hotos/shachaf_polakow



Theoretical backgroundeo e a ba g ou d
Mesch and Manor on ethnic relations in 2001:Mesch and Manor on ethnic relations in 2001: 
localized social ties?
‘Liberated community’ – not bound to placeLiberated community  not bound to place
Compression theory: minorities face constrains when 
they try to participatey y p p
Avoidance theory: minorities pushed to structurally 
disadvantaged neighborhoodsg g
Compositional perspective: culture influences 
neighboring
Choice-constraint model for housing: ethnic 
preferences in residential choices



Protest demonstrations and theProtest demonstrations and the 
ethnic grid on the housing problemethnic grid on the housing problem

Widespread home ownership amongWidespread home ownership among 
dominant groups (>75% -
M h&M 2006)Mesch&Manor 2006)
Rising costs of housing as a trigger forRising costs of housing as a trigger for 
social unrest
C titi f h i d thCompetition for housing and the 
discourse of belongingg g
Symbolism of home



Space and mobilizationSpa e a d ob a o

Discourse representationDiscourse representation
Translation
Right to feel at home



Not direct causality, but…o d e ausa y, bu
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ConclusionsCo us o s

Mobilization is closely related to participationMobilization is closely related to participation 
in (re)definition of meanings
Cross-fertilizing between attempts from 
outside and ethnic networks
Place vs. space (including private, virtual)
C b bili d?Can everyone be mobilized?

Thank you for your attention!Thank you for your attention!


