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METROPOLITAN AREAS IN POLAND – DIAGNOSIS AND
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2. Metropolitan centres in Poland’s settlement system
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Table 1. Cities in Poland in 2006.

Cities by population Number % of population (Poland = 100%)

Total 889 61.2

Under 20,000 670 12.9

20,000–50,000 132 10.8

50,000–100,000 48 8.6

100,000–200,000 22 8.0

Over 200,000 17 20.9
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Figure 1. Cities in Poland in 2006.

Data source: GUS.



Figure. 2. Size (population – vertical axis) and rank (sequence – horizontal axis) of cities 
in Poland in 2006.

Source: prepared by the authors based on GUS data.
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Table. 2. Indicators of selected metropolitan aspects of large urban centres in Poland.

Area Indicator

Control and management functions List of 500 of Poli-
tyka in 2007 

Academic potential Number of students in academic year 2006/2007

Cultural potential Number of cinema seats in 2006

External attractiveness Users of accommodation in 2006 

Transport accessibility Number of airport passengers in 2006

Source: prepared by the authors.
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Name

Popula-
tion
(in thou-
sand)

Class
of size

Class of 
quality

Control and 
manage-
ment func-
tions

Aca-
demic
poten-
tial

Cul-
tural
poten-
tial

External
attrac-
tiveness

Air-
port

1 Warsaw 1,702.1 A A 6 6 6 6 A
2 Silesian Conurbation 1,990.8 A A 5 5 6 5 C
3 756.3 B A 4 5 5 6 B
4 565.0 B A 5 5 5 5 C
5 Tricity 748.1 B A 4 5 5 5 C
6 634.6 B A 4 5 5 5 C
7 760.3 B A 3 5 5 4 D

1 Lublin 353.5 C+++ B 2 5 3 4
2 Szczecin 409.1 C+++ B 1 4 4 5 D
3 207.2 C++ B 3 3 4 4

1 294.8 C+++ C 1 4 3 4
2 176.5 C+ C 4 2 3 3
3 Bydgoszcz 363.5 C+++ C 1 4 4 3 D
4 245.0 C++ C 2 3 3 4
5 207.2 C++ C 2 4 3 3
6 163.5 C+ C 2 4 3 3 D
7 Olsztyn 174.9 C+ C 1 4 2 4

1 127.2 D D 5 2 1 2
2 119.3 D D 3 2 1 3
3 Opole 127.6 D D 1 3 2 3
4 125.5 D D 1 2 2 3
5 Legnica 105.2 E D 1 2 2 3
6 225.8 C++ D 1 2 3 2
7 118.1 D D 1 2 2 3 E

Subregional centres – class b
1 108.5 E E 1 2 2 2
2 107.7 E E 1 2 2 2
3 98.1 E E 1 2 2 2
4 117.0 D E 1 2 2 2
5 125.0 D E 2 2 2 1

1 127.0 D F 1 2 1 2
2 141.4 D F 1 1 2 2
3 99.2 E F 1 1 1 2
4 94.7 E F 1 1 2 1

Source: prepared by the authors.
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Source: prepared by the authors.
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Figure 4. Metropolitan areas of the biggest urban centres in Poland*

* basic municipalities

Source: prepared by the authors.

3. Diagnosis of the condition of metropolitan areas in Poland
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