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Among Polish cities facing socio-economic difficulties are the former regional capitals which lost their
administrative status due to the 1998 reform, reducing the number of regions from 49 to 16. Making use of
this quasiexperimental setting, we assess the impact of the loss of administrative status on the affected cities
with difference-in-differences models. Our findings show a significant negative impact on economic and,
partly, on other dimensions of development. Restructuring and scaling of devolved regions resulted in
‘leaving places behind’. The problematic socioeconomic trajectories of Poland’s former regional capitals
caused or accentuated by the reform suggest a sustained marginalization.
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