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My Academic 
Journey
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Should academic degrees be awarded 
for profe s s iona l achie ve me nts ?

Academic Titles in the Field of Art
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The ongoing incorporation 
of specialist colleges into 
universities and 
harmonization of higher
education have influenced 
the academization of 
practice -based fields.

The academization 
process in Management 
Studies and  Education
s ta rte d  in the  1950s , 
re s ulting  in a  s hift  from 
profe s s iona l e duca tion to 
s c ie ntific  re s e a rch 
e mphas is .

1950s 1980s 2000 - ongoing

Fie ld s  like  Nursing
Sciences or Art be gan 
the ir acade miza tion 
proce s s e s  in the  1980s  
and  90s , trans it ioning 
from prac tice - orie nte d  
domains  to  acade mic  
d is c ip line s .

Academization Across Disciplines



University - bas e d  facultie s  
produce  more journal articles , 
pa rticula rly in inte rna tiona l outle ts , 
compare d  to facultie s  in more  
profe s s ion- orie nte d  ins titutions .

93 Art Facultie s

136,894 outputs



Basic re s e a rch („re s e a rch pe rforme d
without thought of prac tica l e nds ”) is the  
princ ipa l s ource of s c ie ntific and  
te chnologica l advance s

Impact of Postwar Science Policies

V. Bus h’s „Sc ie nce  – the  End le s s Frontie r” (194 5)



Source: https://judithcurry.com/2013/05/15/pasteurs-quadrant/

Impact of Postwar Science Policies

Linear pathway of 
knowledge diffusion



Evidence -Based Practice Model

Limitations of randomized controlled trials (RCTs), 
such as limited external validity , pose challenges 
in applying research findings to real -world practice 
settings.

RCTs focus on effect size instead of 
dissemination .

They have specific designs (e.g. tight exclusion 
and inclusion criteria, rigorous procedures) , 
which are difficult ot translate to the reality of 
community settings .

Research – Practice Gap Challenges in Implementation

17 
years

13-21 
years



Evidence -Based Practice Model

Challenges in Implementation

RCTs may not be sufficient to evaluate the effects 
of interventions related to patient care or 
psychotherapy .



Benefits of Rigor

Rigor vs. Relevance Debate:
Challenges of Relevance

• Practitioners prioritize research outcomes that 
are directly applicable to real - world scenarios.

• The emphasis on research relevance may sometimes 
compromise the depth of methodological rigor in 
studies.

Practitioners’ needs are
unmet by research efforts .

Practitioners do not use
academic research as they find

it irrelevant to their needs.



Benefits of Rigor

Rigor vs. Relevance Debate:
Scholarly Benefits of Rigour

• Practitioners prioritize research outcomes that 
are directly applicable to real - world scenarios.

• The emphasis on research relevance may sometimes 
compromise the depth of methodological rigor in 
studies.

Rigorous research is cited more than 
practice-focused studies. Funding in PRFSs is weighted in favor of 

rigor (forming 50-80% of the formula)
rather than relevance (15-25%)



Bridging the Gap



„From e vide nce - bas e d prac tice
to prac tice - bas e d e vide nce ”

Green, L.W., 2008, Making research relevant: if it is an evidence-based practice, 
where's the practice-based evidence?, Family Practice, Dec:25 Suppl 1:i20-4. 

Engaging Practitioners in Research



Engaging Practitioners in Research

pr act i ce- based r esear ch 
pr act i ce- based evi dence
pr act i ce- as - r esear ch 
pr act i ce or i ent ed r esear ch 
pr act i ce- l ed r esear ch 
pr act i ce r esear ch 
pr act i t i oner  r esear ch 
pr act i t i oner - r esear cher  
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Trends in Practice -Based Research

Exploratory (1980 -2000) Development (2002 -…)



Landscape of Practice -Based Research in SSH

Social Work

Psychology & 
Psychiatry

Education

Management

Arts & Humanities

- keyword co-
occurence analysis
- 3,417 publications

indexed in WoS



Studies from databases/registers (n = 1714)

Nursing Sciences (n = 961)

Educational Research (n=575)

Theatre (n=178)

Scoping review

Studies included in review (n ≈ 178)    

“practice - based research” OR “practice - based evidence” OR “practice - as- research” OR “practice oriented 
research” OR “practice - led research” OR “practice research” OR “practitioner research” OR 
“practitioner - researcher” OR “researcher - practitioner” (Topic) and 1.14 Nursing (Citation Topics Meso) 
and Article (Document Types) and 2023 or 2022 or 2021 or 2020 or 2019 or 2018 or 2017 or 2016 or 2015
or 2014 or 2013 or 2012 or 2011 or 2010 or 2009 or 2008 or 2007 or 2006 or 2005 or 2004 (Publication 
Years)

„Three cultures
of science” 

(Yair et al. 2022)



Ideal Types of Practice -Based Research

Degree of academia- practice collaboration

Lower Higher

Objectives

More 
research-
oriented

Practitioner - led research (evidence) Collaborative research (engagement)

More 
practice -
oriented

Practitioner - led research (improvement) Collaborative research (partnership)



Conduc te d by prac titione r- re s e a rche rs  to  e xplore  
and  improve  the ir own profe s s iona l prac tice .

Prac tit ione r- le d  re s e a rch (improve me nt) Prac tit ione r- le d  re s e a rch (e vide nce )

Conduc te d by prac titione r- re s e a rche rs  to  re s pond  
to  a  “knowle dge  gap” and  focus  on provid ing  
e vide nce  which can he lp  addre s s  prac tica l is s ue s .

A school teacher introduces
boredom regulation strategies
during an English class and 
evaluates their effectiveness

through interviews with 
students.

A team of nurse scientists
explores if involving patients
in the handover proces helps

improve their well-being
(interviews with patients)



Collabora tion of acade mic  re s e a rche rs  and  
prac titione rs ; ge ne ra lly initia te d  and  de s igne d  by 
re s e a rche rs .

Collabora tive re s e a rch (e ngage me nt) Collabora tive re s e a rch (pa rtne rs hip)

Stud ie s a re  initia te d  collabora tive ly or by 
prac titione rs , and  a re  a ls o de s igne d  in a  more  
collabora tive  manne r.

Secondary school teachers
incorporate research findings
provided by an educational
researcher into year-long, 
clarsroom-based projects.

Two critical care nurses
invited a nurse scientist to 
conduct a cross-sectional
study to identify sources of 

discomfort among critically ill
patients.



Communication discrepancies a ris e , a s  acade mic  conve ntions  may 
not a lways  trans la te  prac tica lly, impac ting  knowle dge  
re pre s e nta tion and  re s e a rch outcome s .

Dive rge nt t ime  horizons  e xis t , with acade mics  having longe r 
t ime line s  compare d  to prac tit ione rs , caus ing  cha lle nge s  in a ligning 
work pace .

Acade mics  and  prac tit ione rs  ope ra te  from d iffe re nt logics  whe n 
framing re s e a rch que s tions , with prac tit ione rs  ofte n s kipping 
lite ra ture  re vie ws  a t  the  outs e t .

Academic -Practitioner Tensions



Publication Bias: Acade mic  journa ls  typica lly focus  on a rtic le s  with acade mic  
rigor, which may not a lways  a lign with the  prac tica l pe rs pe c tive s  e mphas ize d  
in prac tice - bas e d  re s e a rch.

Eva lua tion and  Fund ing Cons tra ints : Grant fund ing and  re s e a rch e va lua tion 
s ys te ms  te nd  to favor conve ntiona l acade mic  re s e a rch.

Organiza tiona l Struc ture s : Highe r e duca tion s e c tor organize d  accord ing to the  
bas ic  vs . applie d  re s e a rch d ivide .

External Challenges to Practice -Based Research

Educa tiona l Shifts : Le s s  prac tit ione rs  in highe r e duca tion due  to highe r 
e duca tion re forms  (e .g . Kons tytuc ja  d la  Nauki)



Prac tit ione rs a re  not 
acknowle dge d  by the  
authors  of the  s tudy.

Affilia tions provide d  by 
authors  do not inc lude  
non- acade mic  ins titutions

Identifying Collaborations: A Bibliometric Challenge

0201



Future Research: a trilateral project 

A scientometric analysis to map practice -based research
publication outputs using ECOOM databases .

Interviews with Practice - to -Science grant holders and 
panel members of Swiss National Science Foundation’s 
(SNSF)

Scientometric 
Analysis

Interviews with 
Practitioner -
Researchers

Analysis of 
Impact Case 
Studies

Analysis of 2,661 impact case studies submitted by 
science and higher education institutions for the national 
research evaluation exercise in Poland 



Thank you !
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