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OverviewOverview

�� FeaturesFeatures of of anan europoliseuropolis
�� CharacteristicsCharacteristics of of thethe GdanskGdansk Gdynia Gdynia 

Sopot Sopot agglomerationagglomeration as a as a metropolitanmetropolitan
region in region in transitiontransition

�� OfficialOfficial andand alternativealternative visionsvisions of of 
transport transport infrastructureinfrastructure developmentdevelopment
in in thethe TriTri--City City areaarea

�� ConclusionsConclusions



FeaturesFeatures of of anan europoliseuropolis
( ( ConceptualConceptual Plan of Plan of spatialspatial developmentdevelopment of of thethe country)country)

�� PopulationPopulation >0,5 M, >0,5 M, multifunctionalmultifunctional
charactercharacter, , increasingincreasing employmentemployment in high in high 
techtech industriesindustries, (…) , (…) andand in in institutionsinstitutions of of 
nationalnational andand EuropeanEuropean importanceimportance

�� NodalNodal positionposition in in thethe communicationcommunication system system 
((motorwaysmotorways, , railwaysrailways, , telecommunicationtelecommunication, , 
airair transport transport andand seaborneseaborne shippingshipping))

�� A A centrecentre of science, of science, higherhigher educationeducation andand
nationalnational cultureculture



CharacteristicsCharacteristics of of thethe Tri Tri --
City City agglomerationagglomeration (1/3)(1/3)

�� PopulationPopulation: : 
>800 K >800 K inhabitantsinhabitants

�� UniqueUnique historicalhistorical
heritageheritage

�� UniqueUnique locationlocation



UniqueUnique historicalhistorical heritageheritage
(3/3)(3/3)



Access to Access to otherother metropolisesmetropolises
passengerspassengers in in Poland’sPoland’s regionalregional airportsairports, 2004, 2004



Place of Place of thethe 3City 3City 
in Pan in Pan EuropeanEuropean networksnetworks



PlannedPlanned roadroad investmentsinvestments



PreliminaryPreliminary conclusionsconclusions
(1/2)(1/2)

�� No No metropolismetropolis withoutwithout accessaccess to to otherother
metropolisesmetropolises

�� ThereThere isis needneed to to developdevelop externalexternal
transport transport linkslinks but but therethere isis alsoalso a a 
chancechance to to exploitexploit uniquenessuniqueness; ; 

�� DevelopmentDevelopment of of thosethose transport transport linkslinks
hashas a a directdirect impactimpact on on thethe locallocal qualityquality
of of lifelife



PreliminaryPreliminary conclusionsconclusions
(2/2)(2/2)

�� TransitionTransition fromfrom thethe era of era of internationalinternational
isolationisolation andand lowlow levellevel of of socialsocial
communicationcommunication

�� NecessityNecessity of of learninglearning fromfrom othersothers
�� No No developmentdevelopment strategystrategy withoutwithout

properproper strategystrategy of  transport of  transport 
infrastructureinfrastructure developmentdevelopment



LocalLocal accessibilityaccessibility in in 
officialofficial documentsdocuments



ExpectedExpected changeschanges in in locallocal
accessibilityaccessibility tilltill 2020 2020 
((officialofficial visionvision))



ConflictingConflicting visionsvisions



CanCan thethe TricityTricity remainremain a a a a 
garden city ?garden city ?
�� PrincipalPrincipal conflictconflict withwith spacespace consumingconsuming

transport transport infrastructureinfrastructure developmentdevelopment
(car parking (car parking lotslots andand dual dual 
carriagewayscarriageways))

�� WaysWays of of congestioncongestion reductionreduction: : stressstress
on on alternativesalternatives to to individualindividual
motorisationmotorisation: : 

�� eithereither includingincluding cyclingcycling
�� oror neglectingneglecting cyclingcycling



Garden city Garden city –– ecomobileecomobile
citycity
�� FightingFighting congestioncongestion by by extensionextension of of 

thethe roadroad capacitycapacity isis likelike fightingfighting
obesityobesity by by looseningloosening thethe beltbelt

�� StatementStatement contrarycontrary to to intuitionintuition
�� On a On a technicaltechnical levellevel –– untrueuntrue; on a ; on a 

strategicstrategic levellevel –– sourcesource of of inspirationinspiration
unlessunless thethe plannersplanners havehave enoughenough
couragecourage andand imaginationimagination



ExamplesExamples of of metropolisesmetropolises
takingtaking cyclingcycling seriouslyseriously
�� AmsterdamAmsterdam
�� CopenhagenCopenhagen
�� MunichMunich
�� BerlinBerlin
�� ParisParis
�� LondonLondon
�� Barcelona… Barcelona… 



ConclusionsConclusions (1/2)(1/2)

�� StressStress on on developmentdevelopment of of externalexternal
accessibilityaccessibility underminesundermines thethe chancechance
for for retainingretaining garden garden ––likelike livingliving
conditionsconditions

�� RetentionRetention of garden of garden charactercharacter of of thethe
agglomerationagglomeration requiresrequires particularparticular carecare
in in developmentdevelopment of of locallocal accessibilityaccessibility
systemssystems



ConclusionsConclusions (2/2)(2/2)

�� LocalLocal accessibilityaccessibility cancan onlyonly be be retainedretained ifif
nonnon--motorisedmotorised transport transport modesmodes, , includingincluding
cyclingcycling isis seriouslyseriously consideredconsidered as as anan
optionoption (in (in particularparticular in in connectionconnection withwith
congestioncongestion –– freefree publicpublic transport transport modesmodes))

�� EcomobilityEcomobility promoterspromoters want to want to changechange
andand not not reversereverse thethe structurestructure of of 
infrastructuralinfrastructural investmentsinvestments
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